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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the 
Minnetonka Seventh-day 

Adventist Church  
is to passionately KNOW 

God as our personal friend  
and intentionally SHARE 
God as caring disciples. 

 
VISION STATEMENT 
Our response to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ  
compels us to become a 

growing Adventist 
congregation.  

We will impact our 
community through God-

directed worship,  
selfless service, and a 

culture of active 
participation by every 

member. 
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Governing Board 

 

•Heidi Abramovich 
•Dave Briscoe—Chair 
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•Patty Gadberry—Sec. 
•Jared London 
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•Paul Shirokov 
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MINNETONKA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
Principal Ken Rannow 

Contact us via email! 
Senior Pastor Ivan Blake—ivancblake@gmail.com 
Pastor Elvera Blake—elverablake@gmail.com 
Pastor Benji Ferguson —one_lakatu@hotmail.com 
Ken Dedeker —kdedeker@comcast.net 
Ken Rannow —ken.rannow@mca-sda.com 
Mary Stauner —secretary@mtka-sda.org 
 

Our church website—www.knowgodmore.com 
Our school website—www.mca-sda.com 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Visit Our  
Website 

 

www.knowgodmore.com  
 

♦ Online giving of 
Tithes and Offerings 

 

♦ Calendar of Events 
 

♦ Weekly Sermons to 
download and share 

UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE 
December 

 

 
05—Pastor Benji Ferguson 
12—Elder Justin Lyons 
19—Pastor Ivan Blake 
26—Pastor Ivan Blake 
 

What do you need most right now? 
 
I once bribed my two boys when they 
were in high school. “If you will read 
Scripture from the platform at church 
next week, I’ll take you to a football 
game.” (If you’re an introvert knowing 
that most people would rather die than 
to get up in front of a crowd to speak, 
you’ll know that this was a big deal!) 
 
After numerous reminders of the reward 
(they were avid football fans—never 
mind what team) they relented and 
bravely kept their end of the deal. I got 
the tickets and we were off. They were 
excited! It wasn’t their favorite team, 
but it turned out to be a once-in-a-
lifetime game (another story for another 
time—maybe). 
 
I kept the tickets ‘safe’ in my pocket. If 
they got lost, I wanted the blame. When 
we arrived at the ticket gate, each of my 
boys asked, ‘Where is my ticket?” They 
needed their tickets to get into the arena.   
 
I stood between them and the ticket 
collector. As each boy passed me, I 
placed a ticket in his hand. They, in 
turn, gave it to the ticket collector. My 
boys received their tickets in the nick of 
time, just when they needed it most. 
 
God is like that to us too. His help is 
timely. He helps us as a father gives 
football tickets to his sons. Often His 
help comes in the nick of time, after we 
have been waiting and watching.  He 
will do the right things at the right time. 
 
Just picture God right now. He places 
Himself between you and your need.  
And at the right time, He gives you the 
“ticket”.  
 
Here is the reinforcement: “This High 
Priest of ours (Jesus the Son of God) 
understands our weaknesses, for he 
faced all of the same testings we do…. 

So let us come boldly to the throne of 
our gracious God. There we will receive 
his mercy, and we will find grace to 
h e l p  u s  w h e n  w e  n e e d  i t 
most” (Hebrews 4:14-16 NLT). 
 
God always gives us what we need at 
the right time—His right time. 
 
He sent His Son, Jesus, when the time 
was right (Galatians 4:4). The world 
was in need of THIS help, salvation and 
reconciliation with God, for a long time. 
The wait seemed endless, until many 
gave up waiting and went on to 
establish their own kingdom.  They 
began to  lean  on  the i r  own 
understanding (Proverbs 3:5,6). That’s 
when we make life difficult for 
ourselves. 
 
Try to personalize and internalize these 
words: “For since the beginning of the 
world people have not heard nor 
perceived by the ear, nor has the eye 
seen any God besides You, who acts for 
the one who waits for Him” (Isaiah 
64:4-5). 
 
What do you need most right now? 
Employment. Financial security. A 
healed relationship with your spouse, 
your parent, your child. Wisdom to 
make a weighty decision. Better health. 
Forgiveness. A new heart. Victory over 
addictive behavior. Peace of mind and 
heart. 
 
Make a choice, and say, “I believe God 
knows what I need most right now. I 
believe He knows the right time for me 
to receive what I need. I believe He is 
standing between my need and me. I 
believe He will give me what I need at 
the right time, just as He sent Jesus to 
earth at the right time.” 
 
Now, watch Him act for you! 

WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST 
By Pastor Ivan Blake 

 If I asked the congregation of our church to 
raise their hands if they ever played an instrument, I bet 
that at least half would raise their hand. And I also bet 
that most, if not all, of those with their hands raised 
would feel a little proud that they could raise them. I 
believe God gave us music purely to make our lives 
more beautiful and to help us experience Him more 
deeply. 

 Minnetonka Christian Academy is dedicated to 
music. Every class receives some sort of music 
education. Our band program begins in 5th grade. 
Students in 5th & 6th grade are able to experiment with 
several different instruments and then choose the one 
that they want to learn to play. They then spend the rest 
of the year learning about the instrument, the different 
notes and the fingerings or positions for each of those 
notes. In 7th and 8th grade every student continues to 
play so that by the time they enter high school they 
have already been playing for 4 years!  

 Many other schools require students to rent an 
instrument if they want to participate in band, but at 
MCA we own the instruments and provide them, free of 
charge, to all students who want to learn. I can tell you 
that at least half of the students in my groups could not 
be in band if they had to pay for the instrument. What a 
privilege for us to be able to provide such a wonderful 

experience for our students! 

 There is, however, a down side. And that is that 
the instruments are put through a lot. Two to three 
students may play them in a day and that wears them 
down. Many of them are quite old and a few of them 
are, quite frankly, falling apart. So far these instruments 
have been repaired and returned to fairly good working 
order. But several of them are beyond help. If you have 
an instrument sitting in your basement or are a music 
lover who wants to see the band program continue to 
grow at MCA, please consider giving a monetary 
donation or an actual instrument. We especially need 
trumpets and saxophones but can definitely use 
anything. 

 There are things that we have to learn in school: 
English, Math, History. But then there are the things we 
get to learn: drawing, painting, singing, playing an 
instrument. These are the things that make life worth 
living, that make God feel close. I hope that together we 
can continue to give that gift to the students of MCA.  

 And to say thank you for your support, we 
would like to invite you to our annual Christmas 
program on Tuesday, December 15, at 7:00pm, in 
the MCA gym.  

Let us share the gift of music with you! 

Thank You For The Music 
By: Stephanie Ferguson 

MCA Music Teacher  
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Weekly Reoccurring Activities: 
• Wed. 10:00 a.m. J.U.L.I.E.T.S.  
 

 
December  Calendar: 
 
Dec. 06—7:00 p.m. Chip Alumni Meet 
Dec. 11—7:00 p.m. MCA Elementary 

Christmas Program 
Dec. 14—7:00 p.m. Lay Pastor’s Meeting 
Dec. 15—7:00 p.m. MCA HS Christmas 

Program @ MCA 
Dec. 16—6:30 p.m. Governing Board  
Dec. 24/25—Christmas Holiday 

Church Office Closed 
Dec. 31/Jan. 1—New Year Holiday 

Church Office Closed 
 

December 2009 Church Calendar:  

Good News! Page 2 Good News! 

To better serve you please update 
your information at the church 

office.  You can do this  
by filling out a  

Welcome Card  
at church,  

calling the church secretary or 
email secretary@mtka-sda.org.   

 
We need your email address 

so we can send you  the 
newsletter and other an-
nouncements via email.  

 
Also, please check our website  

http://www.knowgodmore.com/ 
for latest updates.  

 
Thank you Governing Board Report—November 2009 

OUR FIVE STEPS FOR GROWING  
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS 

 

S—Study God's Word Every Day. Get to 
know God personally.  

T—Talk to God Intimately Each Day in 
Prayer. Let God’s perspective change 
yours.  

E—Experience the Joy of Worship. Gather 
on Sabbaths to focus on the holiness of God, 
humble yourself before Him, confess your 
sins, receive the assurance of being saved by 
God’s grace through the cross of Jesus, 
return His tithe, bring Him an offering for 
the church budget, and praise Him for His 
wonderful works. 

P—Participate in Fellowship with Other 
Christians. Befriend someone new who 
comes to church. Start a small group. Be 
forgiving. Speak only positively about 
others.  

S—Share Jesus with Others. Support our 
church and school. Have a list of people for 
whom you pray and work so that they will 
become followers of Jesus.  

Administration 
Pastor Ken Dedeker 

11—Marie Dougan, Eric Mintalar, 
Isaac Strain 

12—Dinah Bonuke, Alice Mairura, 
Terri Trana 

13—Katherine Briscoe, Richard 
Caron, Natalie Crosby, Joshua 
Guter, Carol Lyons, Ronnie 
Wendland 

14—Brooklyn Bieber, Maria Dorf-
Pochapski 

15—Dawn Campanello, Shalinda 
Perrara, Ivy Wilson 

16—Bob Hooper, Kennedy Otieno 

December 
03—Kristin Bromme, Frenchie 

Erickson 
04—Kyle Latterell 
05—Makayla Barcenas, Jillian 

LeBard, Roseline Njeru, 
Cheri Wines 

07—Aaron Carter, Jonathan 
Guter, Sue Nicholson 

10—Robert Holmgren, Ed Wines 

17—Esther Case, Michael Cox 
21—Isabella Gallardo, Elaine 

Mueller 
22—Ryan Chaffee 
23—Charles Saunders 
24—Troy Stephanson 
27—Dylan Ferguson 
28—Shem Moruri, Linda Rise 
29—Matthew Carlson 
31—Gertrude Onguso 
January 
01—Michelle Rosas 
02—Hudson Dougan 

07—Nicholas Arneson, Marlene 
Colburn, Rosella Olson 

08—Wesley DeFreitas, Craig Rueb 
09—Sonya Carter, Christina Odenthal 
10—Mary Stauner 
12—Alvin Batiller, Stephanie Land 
13—Stephen Carlson, Dasha Kobzev,  
14—Samuth Nhul 
15—Kevin Mayer, Muchimba 

Munyimba 
16—Vanessa Gadberry, Dylan 

Odenthal, Sasha Orieny, 
Gwendoline Sands 

18—Camden Smith, Sheryl Veith 
19—Charlene Lashier, Olive Oien 
20—John Lyons 
 

(Continued in next newsletter)  

Happy Birthday to You!   
If we have missed your birthday,  

please contact the church office so we can update your information. 

The more you praise and  
celebrate your life,  
the more there is  

in your life to  
celebrate. 

Housekeeping and Announcements 
• Patty Gadberry opened the meeting with devotion and prayer. 
• Heidi Abramovich was welcomed as a new governing board member. 
• Paul Shirokov has resigned from the governing board.  The nomination 

committee will be informed of the vacancy. 
• The October minutes we approved.   
Pastoral Positions 
• The Governing Board concurred to direct Ed Barnett to further the search for 

pastoral candidates and give initial consideration to all candidates when he meets 
with the GB in December.   

MCA Update 
• Dale Williams provided the Principal’s Report in Ken Rannow’s absence. 
• Enrollment remains stable with an estimate of 3 new students enrolling for the 2nd 

semester. 
• High school students are producing a school paper and leading Bible studies 

during lunch on Tuesdays. 
• Ken R. has completed teacher/classroom observations for the fall semester and 

follow-up meetings are planned. 
• Rental contracts for the gym are being reviewed and solicited. 
• Upcoming events:  November 21 – Senior Class Benefit; November 25-27 – 

Thanksgiving Break; December 2 – ACT test for 10th grade. 
Pastor’s Report 
• Goran Pujic has offered to create a “church classified” handout for items 

submitted by church members.  A motion was made and passed to ask Goran to 
produce the Minnetonka SDA classified brochure with a disclaimer for use.  Eric 
Chaffee will be asked to wordsmith the disclaimer.  The brochure will be tested 
with the church family before we decide if it will be posted on the church website. 

• Pastor Ivan reported that two new members will be baptized November 21 & 22.  
This is a direct result of the successful Alpha program 

• Pastors Ivan and Elvera have successfully sold their Eden Prairie home and 
purchased a new house in NC.  They will be in Africa November 26 – December 
14.  Pastor Benji and Justin Lyons are scheduled for sermons in their absence. 

• Pastor Benji reported on the new VIDA mission projects.  The Minneapolis 
Hispanic Church will benefit from their first project. They will raise funds by 
providing child care services on November 27, at the Minnetonka church.  All 
workers will be completing child protection forms. 

• Benji and Ed Barnett are planning an evangelistic series to be held at Minnetonka 
with a January goal. 

• Pastor Elvera reported that the Adventurer Club is on hold.  Mom’s Time and 
Sabbath School classes continue to serve the children and young mothers. 

Finance Committee Report 
• Rachelle Ellis presented the October finance report that reflected the school roof 

loan being paid and an increase of tithe. We are currently operating under budget 
and are debt free! 

• A recommendation was made by the finance committee to include the tithe goal 
in the church bulletin. A motion was made and passed to continue and maintain 
the building fund for future projects.  The finance committee was asked to bring a 
capital building project goal recommendation to the next GB meeting. 

 

Administration Report 
• Ken Dedeker reported on the video update projects.  High ambient light paint has 

been ordered and plans are being made to remove the TV monitors and build an 
additional screen near the back (above the sound booth area).  A donor has 
offered to help purchase an additional projector for rear projection.  Purchase of 
darkening shades will be held pending funds collected. 

• A motion was made and passed to approve and fund the video update projects up 
to $3,000, primarily from dedicated funds. 

• The movable wall in the Sabbath School classrooms has been repaired at the cost 
of $1,900.  Yearly maintenance is estimated at $450. 

• A developer has expressed interest in developing the back lot with duplex homes.  
Ken D. will keep the governing board updated on developments. 

• A motion was made and passed to hire a temporary replacement for Pastor 
Elvera’s position in the children’s department.  Approval was made to fund up to 
½ of the current budget for this position.  Ken D. will bring together an interview 
group for candidate suggestions and selection. 

• Goran Pujic has volunteered to produce ministry videos for viewing.  A possible 
timeslot for presentation to the congregation would be during the offertories.  

Church Mission/Vision & Goals 
• Jared London provided a report on the Congo Front Line ministry. 
• The church bulletin will post an invitation for interested individuals to contact 

Jared if they would like to work on a committee or become involved in the 
ministry.  Pastor Benji has offered his assistance in writing the invitation. 

• A motion was made and passed to authorize the finance committee to designate a 
church account for the Congo Front Line ministry in anticipation of funding 
identified projects and to raise funds for a 2011 team site trip. 

• Ed Wines reported that Keith Willard and Ken Dedeker have accepted the 
leadership of the committee for the Sanctity of Life ministry.  The committee 
would like an additional young woman (20-30 yrs?) on the team.  The first 
meeting will be scheduled for December, 2009 or January, 2010. 

• Dale Williams reported that the MCA ministry committee has had its first 
meeting and two additional meetings are planned so a presentation for the 
school’s vision can be made at the January constituency meeting. 

Membership Notices 
• A motion was made and passed to reinstate Tammilee Dawn Nennich (married 

name was Talento) from being reported as previously missing. 
• Baptisms: Wes Hayne, 10/31/09; Kfir Battiler, 11/14/09; Roman Rosenkranz, 

11/21/09 and Shar Jesse; 11/22/09. 
• Transfers In:  Linda Hayne from the MN Conference Church – Maple Grove, 

MN; Stephanie Rosenkranz from Dallas City Temple – Dallas, TX; Katherine 
Reeves from Loma Linda University Church – Loma Linda, CA. 

• Transfers Out:  Dan and Donita Jensen to New Market Church – New Market, 
VA.  

Next Meeting 
• December 16, 2009.  Start time will be 6:30 p.m and Jared London will provide 

the devotional. 
• John Nicolson will report on the Community ministry and Rachelle Ellis will 

report on the Worship ministry. 
• Jared London will give a brief update on the Congo Front Line ministry. 
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YOUTH 
Pastor Benji Ferguson 

CHILDREN 
Pastor Elvera Blake 

    The GREATEST Kid-GIFT idea for Christmas  
By Pastor Elvera Blake 

 

Here it is again.  One of my favorite quotations.  I have preached about it, shared it with Sabbath School leaders and talked 
about it to whomever would listen.   So, it is a sharing of this precious thing on my heart...to you!  The quote comes from a 
magazine about ministering to children: 
 

"We can't think that if we just tell kids Bible stories, they'll serve God.  
The church has done that for centuries.  

We do need to tell our children Bible stories, but children have to know God for 
themselves.  

We have to lead them into God encounters." 

The Christmas season especially provides a wonderful opportunity to lead children into God encounters.  Firstly, we will be 
spending more time with them as they enjoy their break from school.  Also, it is easier to focus on spiritual things around 
this religious holiday when the story of God's amazing coming-down-to-earth love is reviewed through music and stories.  
 
 
Here are more practical examples of what you can do to encourage God encounters.  Be sure to notice the powerful 
influence and witness of your own spiritual life as a parent. 
 
Parenting how-to's: 
1. Share how your own relationship with God is growing.  Tell them about times you have felt really close to God. 
2. Model a prayer life - let your children overhear your daily talks with God.  Tell about answered prayer.  
3. Apply specific Bible messages to your child's situation, e.g. if scared remind them that Jesus says," I will never leave 

you nor forsake you."  
4. Encourage trust during rough times.  Remind them that Jesus has a plan for their lives.  
5. Use teachable moments.  As the snow falls remind them that Jesus will take away our sins and make our hearts "white 

as snow". 
6. Let them sense your joy about the Sabbath.  Help them realize the importance of worship and Bible knowledge by 

bringing them to Sabbath School on time. 
 
What could be a more eternally wonderful gift than helping your child to experience God by leading them into God 
encounters.  You cannot give them your relationship but you can certainly model the joy and stress the importance so that 
they can grow their very own. 


