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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

M.C.A. Weight Room Gets an Upgrade

By Joe Perrone
M.C.A. P.E./Athletic Dir.

Exciting news!! The weight room at M.C.A. has been
given an upgrade. Eight individual universal weight
machines have been donated to the weight room.
Anyone interested in working out can now receive a full
and complete workout. The eight machines include:
1. A leg press machine that does all the muscles of
the legs including the glutes (the muscles you sit on);
2. A leg extension machine that strengthens the
front of the legs: 3. A leg curl machine that
strengthens the back of your legs; 4. A chest press
machine the strengthens the chest muscles; 5. A fly
machine that targets a specific part of your chest
muscles; b. An arm extension machine that
strengthens the shoulder muscles of your arms; 6.
Upright Row machine that strengthens the back
muscles 7. A lat down machine that strengthens the
back muscles; 8. A calf machine that strengthens
your lower leg muscles.

These machines are used (hot brand new) but are in
excellent working order, and are commercial grade.
They look and feel almost brand new machines you
would see at a fitness club. If these machines were
bought brand new it would have cost approximately
$16,000 dollars. We are very excited for our

students to be able to work out on these machines and
stay healthy and fit. The Lord has truly blessed and
we are extremely thankful.

The staff is working out on these machines as well.
The P.E. / Athletic department wants fo extend an
invitation to the church family to also workout on
these machines. We also have a free weight workout
room that also works the entire body if someone wants
to work out with just free weights.

What a blessing!ll If you would like to work out and
start a fitness routine for a small fee that would go to
the up keep of these machines, please let me know and
I would love to work with you.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the
Minnetonka Seventh-day
Adventist Church
is to passionately KNOW
God as our personal friend
and intentionally SHARE
God as caring disciples.

Last month we began a short series
dedicated to reviewing why some of
our doctrinal basics are not just
biblically true, but extremely
practical and helpful if we are going
to grow in our knowledge of Jesus
(see IT Pet. 3:18)

VISION STATEMENT This time I want to address head on

Our response to the what [ believe is our most

Gospel of Jesus Christ fundamental, life-changing, and

compels us to become a spiritually helpful doctrine:
growing Adventist stewardship.

congregation.

We will impact our
community through God-
directed worship,
selfless service, and a
culture of active
participation by every
member.

If you are like most people, as soon
as you hear the word “stewardship”
you immediately think of money in
general, and church offerings in
particular. 1 would like to suggest
that offerings and church budget is
only incidental to the big picture.

In biblical times a steward was what
we would call a manager today. It
was a very trusted and honored
position. You can do a word search
for “steward” in your concordance
if you want more information about
the significance of being a steward.

Minnetonka SDA

Governing Board Conceptually, to be a Christian

steward is to recognize that
everything we own, all of our
resources, talents, and abilities are
entrusted to us by God who holds us
responsible for developing them
and using them to further His
kingdom.

* Heidi Abramovich

* Dave Briscoe—Chair
*Rachelle Ellis

*Patty Gadberry—Sec.
® Jared London

* Justin Lyons
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“Like good stewards of the
manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of
you has received.” (1 Pet. 4:10,
NRSV)
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DISCIPLESHIP

Dusting off the Basics, 2

By Pastor Sherman McCormick

Stewardship, then, is simply the
doctrine that everything I have is
His. My job is simply to manage
His goods as He wants.

A few years ago this was
powerfully illustrated to me. My
head elder and I used to get together
once a week for lunch. One of
these times he told me that he had
loaned his canoe to a friend and that
his friend had seriously damaged it
by shooting rapids. As a
consequence, there was a large hole
in the bow. It was repairable—but
it’s the principle of the thing!!!
(Right after my wife and kids, are
my canoes—not sacred, but
almost!)

Frankly, if I had been in my friend’s
place I would have been upset. But,
my head elder put it casually aside
with the simple observation that the
canoe belonged to God and if he
wanted it loaned—even if it meant
having to later repair it—that was
the Lord’s problem, not his.

But, let’s address the money factor
for a few moments. Each month
when I send in my tithe I look at the
check and think about what I could
do with the money—the van needs
tires, it’s time for the 30,000
service, I need a new suit—there is
never a shortage of places calling.
I’m sure you can identify.

But, God has promised to open the
windows of heaven and pour out a
blessing I can’t even measure if I
am faithful in returning to Him my
tithe. I’m just simple enough to

Pastor Sherman McCormick

Visit Our
Website

www.knowgodmore.com
¢ Online giving of
Tithes and Offerings
¢ Calendar of Events

+ Weekly Sermons to
download and share

UPCOMING
PREACHING
SCHEDULE

April

03—Pastor Sherman
McCormick
10—XKeith Mosier
17—Pastor Sherman
McCormick
24—FEd Wines

believe that. And, I am here
to testify that his promise has
never failed.

Therefore, I know that I can
trust his other promises: his
promises to guide, to save
me,—and to make
everything work out for the
best in the meantime. This is
one reason | said at the
beginning that the whole
concept of stewardship is
“extremely practical and
helpful if we are going to
grow in our knowledge of
Jesus.”




Good News! Page 2

Happy Birthday to You!

If we have missed your birthday,
== please contact the church office so we can update your information.
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April

01—Loretta Fischer, Christine
Otieno, Brad Sutherland,
Lois Weinkauf

02—Daina LeBard

03—Tim LeBard, Chuck
Szaflarski

04—Doris Ekrem, Wilter Oginda

05—Laura Ekrem, Adam Snyder

06—Cynthia Britain, Kaylee

Williams
25—Mervyn Nkomazana

us

Britain, Eric Kaiser
08—Michael Bromme, Carmen
Burgess, Deb Kierstead
09—Bob Dahl
10—Eric Colson, Samson Gemta,
Dwight Heairet, Carley Odenthal
11—Bridget Moruri, Peterson Ngunyi
12—Len Colson
13—Stephen Else
14—Sarah Chaffee, Ken Kupcho
15—Connie Banda, Bridget Hodgkin,
Emily Kenyanya, Nathan Lenz,
Susan Webber

26—1Jackie Aslakson, Rica Batiller,
Randy Lund, Betsy Morrison

27—1Judy Barcenas, Douglas Britain,
Kerubo Mekenye, Lily Snyder,
Angela Stephanson

28—Nataliya Balabanova, Chase
Latterell

29—Dick Simonsen

30—Tom Martinson

18—Delbert Anderson, Robyn
Latterell

19—Maia Chavez

20—Gabriel Glovatsky, Breyden
Moruri

21—Brandon Bell, Alex Mikhalash,
Mark Ruchko

22—Katie Bromme, Chayse Hagele, May
Alexia Hammer, Jane Kupcho, 01—David Yoo
Larry Labelle, Angela 03—Emma Jakobsons
Schaetzka 04—1John Nicholson, Larry Wittig

23—Gerhardt Stauner 06—Matthew Jakobsons
24— Jennifer Jakobsons, Bradley (Continued in next newsletter)

Governing Board Report—March 2010

Housekeeping: Dale Williams opened the meeting with devotion
and prayer. After review and an attendance correction, a motion
was made and passed to accept the February minutes.

Church Ministry Reports: Dale reported on the MCA ministry.
Items covered were the MCA Constituency Meeting, MCA
Accreditation, Staffing Changes and Fundraising updates. Ken
Rannow reported that the accreditation report will contain
approval of the continuation for accreditation through June 30,
2013. (see handout) A resolution was presented regarding
MCA’s 2010-11 budget. After discussion and minor changes, a
motion was made and passed to accept the resolution. (see
handout) Ed Wines reported on the Sanctity of Life ministry. The
ministry team has been established and will have their first
meeting next week.

Pastor’s Report: Due to scheduling conflicts, the seminar with
Doug Cooper has been placed on hold. Mary Stauner created a
terrific Sabbath School class map that is on display in the church
entry. Sherman reported on the prayer conference he attended in
North Carolina and talked about the April 23 and 24 prayer
conference being hosted by The Edge Church. We are also in
week 2 of 6 for the Tuesday evening prayer meetings held in the
worship center. Ed Wines will provide the worship sermon on
April 24. Mary needs training for updating the electronic sign.
Benji Ferguson, Ken Rannow and Dale Williams will schedule
training.

Pastoral Search: The pastoral search committee will meet with
Ed Barnett on Monday, March 29, at 6:30 p.m. He will lead the
discussion on individuals that he is recommending for interviews;
we will then determine next steps. The meeting will be held in the
school conference room. Continued prayer is solicited for the
search and interview process.

Finance Committee Report: Ed Wines presented the finance
committee report that continues to indicate a decrease of 7-8% in
tithe and greater than 10% in church budget contributions. Year-
to-date expenses remain in predicted expectations. A motion was
made and passed to accept the report as presented. (see handout)
The 2010/11 budget draft was presented for governing board
feedback. Benji Ferguson has asked that a Northstar Camp
scholarship account be established. Dave Briscoe has asked
church staff to also review the budget draft and provide their
feedback on future staffing needs for children’s/women’s

ministries, and recommendations on how to balance the needs
with current financial situation. The finance committee was
complimented for its outstanding work, with special recognition
given to Bob and Lorna Dahl. The finance committee will bring a
final version of the budget to the next meeting with the goal of
governing board approval at its May, 2010 meeting. (see handout)
The warehouse debt was discussed with no action taken. This will
be discussed further at the next governing board meeting.

Church Membership Update: Transfer In: Sherman
McCormick from Duluth, MN and Connie McCormick from
Detroit Lakes, MN Transfer Out: Marleigh VanArsdale to
Azure Hills Church, Grand Terrace, CA A motion was made and
passed to accept the membership updates.

MCA Update: Ken Rannow mentioned that the student Week of
Prayer finished with student commitment signatures on an artwork
piece done by Nathan Berglund. The artwork will be displayed in
a prominent area. The school lobby also has a new sign
installation scheduled. The next Week of Prayer is scheduled in
April, with Buell Fogg as the guest speaker. Students have been
involved with, and are scheduled for community projects: 1) ICA
warehouse stocking and 2) building a ramp for Fran Thorne and
Lee Church. High school students are conducting baptism studies
with students in grades 5-8. They are also leading devotions in the
gymnasium — Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m., attended by staff and
students. Flag Football tryouts are being conducted by Benji
Ferguson, who will be coaching this new spring sport. The
hosting league will provide referees and there is no athletic fee for
the first year. Games will be conducted on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

Write In Agenda: Dave Briscoe led discussion on possible future
constituency demographics. Current trends and future concerns,
including calendar timelines, were discussed and the governing
board asked Dave to research commercial real estate appraisal
fees. The governing board committed to pray for the direction of
the metro-area’s SDA education’s future.

Next Meeting: April 14, 2010. Start time will be 6:30 p.m. and
Ed Wines will provide the devotion. Heidi Abramovich will
report on the Hospitality ministry. Dale Williams and Ed Wines
will provide brief updates on the MCA and Sanctity of Life
ministries.

Administration

Pastor Ken Dedeker

OUR FIVE STEPS FOR GROWING
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS

S—Study God's Word Every Day. Get to

know God personally.

T—Talk to God Intimately Each Day in

Prayer. Let God’s perspective change
yours.

E—Experience the Joy of Worship. Gather

on Sabbaths to focus on the holiness of God,
humble yourself before Him, confess your
sins, receive the assurance of being saved by
God’s grace through the cross of -Jesus,
return His tithe, bring Him an offering for
the church budget, and praise Him for His
wonderful works.

P—Participate in Fellowship with Other

Christians. Befriend someone new who
comes to church. Start a small group. Be
forgiving. Speak only positively about
others.

S—Share Jesus with Others. Support our

church and school. Have a list of people for
whom you pray and work so that they will
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April 2010 Church Calendar:

To better serve you please update

Weekly Reoccurring Activities:

* Wed. 10:00 a.m. J.U.L.ILE.T.S.

April Calendar:
04—9:00 a.m. Town Hall Mtg.
Minneapolis First SDA Church
2315 Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis

06—7:00 p.m. Prayer—Fellowship Center
07—9:30 am. Mom’s Time

11—6:30 p.m. Chip Alumni Mtg.
13—7:00 p.m. Prayer—Fellowship Center
14—6:30 p.m. Governing Board Mtg.
19-23—MCA Week of Prayer
20—7:00 p.m. Prayer—Fellowship Center
21—9:30 am. Mom’s Time

23/24—MN Prayer Conference
The Edge Christian Worship Center,

become followers of Jesus. Brooklyn Park

your information at the church
office.. You can do this
by filling out a
Welcome Card
at church,
calling the church secretary or

Future Dates:

May 21-23
Men's Retreat

Lake Beauty Bible Camp

June 11-19 email secretary@mtka-sda.org.
Camp Meeting in Hutchinson, MN
Tuly 5-9 We need your email address
. _y_. so we can send you the
Vacation Bible School (free)  oelehr anid b ilfer ars
Day Camp ($20/day) nouncements via email.
July 18-23

Also, please check our website
http://www.knowgodmore.com/
for latest updates.

Thank you

Rock Climbing Trip ($225)
Contact Pastor Benji

August 1-6
Boundary Waters Canoe Trip ($125)
Contact Pastor Benji

Powerful Week of Student Spirituality at MCA By Bryant Rodriguez, a Junior at MCA

God works in wondrous ways. Sometimes He is
loud, assertive, and very obvious. There are times in our
lives when we have those religious epitomes, when God is
as obvious as the breathing of your lungs. In these great
moments of faith, we are taken aback by the majesty of
the Lord God. I believe that in these moments, is when
our religious zeal can be the easiest. However, there are
other times, when God works as quietly as the wind.
There are times, when you feel like ideas dawn upon you
out of nowhere and these ideas end up streamlining each
other and flowing perfectly. Those are the moments,
where you go through a time interval and then suddenly
you realize, you have no idea what's going on. Then you
begin to analyze the situation and it dawns upon you,
that you have been an instrument of God. Then you
realize that the Holy Spirit has been working not just in
you, and through you, but in everyone around you! Those
are the moments in your life, where you fall down on your
knees, in complete humility, and you worship the Lord
God Almighty. Those are the moments in your life, where
you realize, that God really is interested in all of our
lives' aspects.

At Minnetonka Christian Academy, we had one of
these experiences during our Student-led Week of
Prayer. Our week of prayer occurred during March 8-12.
This week of prayer was completely student organized.
Everyone involved, other than our local Youth Pastor, Mr.
Ferguson, who helped out with the song worship, were
students. Our director and organizer was Junior Bryant
Rodriguez, who along with Daniel Alcantara, an MCA

alumni, were entrusted with the vision of this week of
prayer by God. Junior Bryant Rodriguez delegated roles
and took up a few assistants. Fellow Junior classmate
Amanda Goss and Sophomore Sarai Dominguez helped
recruit participants and run the program. Freshman
Abner Campos was productions manager and directed the
video cameras. The speakers were, Junior Ryan Chaffee,
Senior Timothy LeBard, Sophomore Joshua Saunders,
Junior Bryant Rodriguez, and Daniel Alcantara. It would
be lovely to go through each and every name that helped
and supported this project, but alas because of space, it
cannot be done. AMPD Ministries thanks all of you who
did help. God moved in each one of your hearts and you
responded, thank you all. May the Lord of Creation bless
you mightily for your efforts.

Throughout this week, a change of atmosphere
was experienced. God was present. Regardless of how
hard people would try to deny it, God was present here
in the hallways and chapel of Minnetonka. God spoke
through His children. And His children listened, but not
only did they listen, they responded. The five speakers,
each presented a testimony along with their message,
which made the sermons more personal and much more
enjoyable to their peers. The messages were not just
eloquent oratory speeches that appealed the emotions.
In fact, the entire week was based on a rational search
of God that led us to electrifying discoveries. As
Jeremiah 29:13 states, we sought (reason) God with all
our heart (emotion), and we found Him.

YOUTH

Pastor Benji Ferguson




