Minnetonka SDA Church
3510 Williston Rd.
Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 935-2615

Contact us via email!

Interim Senior Pastor Sherman McCormick—icanoe2@live.com
Pastor Benji Ferguson —one_lakatu@hotmail.com

Ken Dedeker —kdedeker@comcast.net

Ken Rannow —ken.rannow(@meca-sda.com

Mary Stauner —secretary@mtka-sda.org

Our church website—www.knowgodmore.com
Our school website—www.mca-sda.com
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

HIS Hands
Rick Hoffer — Math and Home Tech teacher at MCA

This year at Minnetonka Christian Academy we’ve had the
opportunity to offer a unique class. With a desire to teach
students practical home repair and remodeling skills, we
introduced “Home-Tech.” The class is designed to afford
the student hands-on practice with hand and power tools
while learning basic concepts of the construction and
finishing process.

I had been talking to our principal, Ken Rannow, about
finding opportunities for our class to use our skills to serve
the community. A few weeks later [ attended a
constituency meeting as a matter of course. At the end of
our meeting, a gentleman from the church asked to address
the constituents. Don spoke of a friend whom he and his
wife had been transporting to and from church for many
Sabbaths. “Fran is 102 years young, and until now has been
able to walk on her own. Recently she has been confined to
a wheel chair. She will no longer be able to enter her
house, because of the stairs to her entry.” Don went on to
plea for anyone who could help design and build a
wheelchair ramp for Fran. After a few glances and a
‘thumbs-up’ between me and Ken, he stood up and proudly
announced that there was a group of students at the school
well suited for such a mission. Applause and cheers
erupted.

After spending a few weeks in planning, designing and
some pre-building, we spent our first day on site: digging
holes for footings, placing and leveling the main deck, and
attaching the ramp that extended to the driveway. The

platform was fully decked by the end of the first day. A
week later we returned to add curbs and handrails and
safety strips for traction. The students enjoyed working
with their hands and being part of a service project.

I’ll conclude by quoting an excerpt from the thank-you
card sent to my class: “A sincere and excited THANK
YOU... to your students who answered our prayer for a
special friend and church family member. Interacting with
the students was a precious blessing for both Fran and her
daughter Lee. They could not believe all the work they did
and their cheerful words and happy smiles.”

What a blessing it was for the students and me to literally
be “HIS HANDS” serving one in need.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the
Minnetonka Seventh-day
Adventist Church
is to passionately KNOW
God as our personal friend
and intentionally SHARE
God as caring disciples.

I want us to imagine that we are
sitting in your living room. It’s
Sabbath afternoon and we have just
shared a most delicious meal
together. We are enjoying a pleasant
conversation, and as a part of our
discussion, you ask me about my
attitude toward Ellen White and her
writings.  The question is non-
controversial. You merely ask. Let
me share with you what I might say
in response to that question, without
trying to “prove” anything—just to
address the question you have asked.

VISION STATEMENT
Our response to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ
compels us to become a
growing Adventist
congregation.

We will impact our
community through God-
directed worship,
selfless service, and a
culture of active
participation by every
member.

First of all, I would affirm that I
believe her to be part of God’s
special gift His end-time church. I
believe her ministry to be a partial
fulfillment of God’s promise in Joel
2, that in the end of time the gift of
prophecy will be restored to His
church. 1 believe her ministry to
have been of inestimable value to the
church as an historic entity and to me
personally.

Even as I believe that the Adventist
Church was raised up by God to take
His end-time message to the world, |
believe that God used Ellen White in
those early, formative years to guide
and encourage the church. Later, I
believe that her blessings in those
areas did not diminish, but we have
the added blessings of her writings. I
value her today as a guide as I seek
to apply biblical principles to my
life.  Notice that the operative
concept here is “biblical principles.”
The Bible is, and will ever be, the
Christian’s only source for doctrine
and lifestyle standards. However, I
find her to be of great help as I seek
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DISCIPLESHIP

Dusting Off the Basics, 3
By Pastor Sherman McCormick

to walk the middle road, avoiding
errors to the right or to the left.

A lot of people have suffered
spiritual abuse as they have been “hit
over their heads” with her writings.
Such spiritual attacks, no matter how
good the intentions may have been,
are totally out of character with Ellen
White’s ministry.

From time to time, [ hear of
individuals describing her as rigid
and legalistic. Yet, as I have read
and listened to testimonies of those
who knew her, even lived with her,
the consistent report is of a little lady
who loved Jesus, took an active
interest in her neighbors, and always
had time for the children.
Consistently, wherever she was, her
neighbors loved her. Have you ever
heard of Ellen White having a pillow
fight with her grandchildren? How
about the hot chocolate she served at
breakfast when her grandkids were
present? What about the time she
instructed her cook to serve white
bread when she knew her guest did
not like whole wheat bread? No
wonder she was loved!

The best thing Ellen White does for
me is to make Christianity real and
positive. As I read such books as
Steps to Christ, Desire of Ages,
Thoughts from the Mount of
Blessings, or Christ’s Object
Lessons, 1 find the story of Jesus
coming alive.

I am well aware of the critics. I’ve
read the articles. I’ve watched the
videos. 1 will tell you that I have
heard or read of no new criticism.

Pastor Sherman McCormick

Good news! Our church’s
pastoral search team is
pleased to announce that
Elder Doug Inglish has
accepted the Minnesota
Conference’s invitation to be
our Senior pastor. Doug has
served for the last 9 5 years
as the pastor of the Sunnydale
Academy Church in Centralia,
Missouri. Prior to serving in
Centralia, he was a pastor in
Michigan and Indiana. Doug,
and his wife Susan, are
excited to make the move to
Minnesota as soon as
possible. The timing of their
move is not certain, however,
they are hoping to be moved
to Minnesota sometime
between late June and the end
of July.

Susan Inglish is a teacher at
Sunnydale Academy. In
addition, the Inglish’s have
two adult children.  Their
daughter 1is just now
graduating from Southern
Adventist University.  Their
son is also a student at
Southern Adventist
University. Please watch
your email inbox and US mail
for more information.

All of the objections were
raised—and answered—even
during her lifetime.

If you have reservations, why
not read her again for the first
time? Start with a book like
Christ’s Object Lessons. 1t’s
a great read and application of
Jesus’ parables. Try the Bible

test, “Taste and see” (Ps.
34:8)

I'll. be interested in your
impression.
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Happy Birthday to You!

June
01—Amy Haugen, Van Holmgren
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* celebrate. * 12—Sara Gullickson, Brendan Moruri

* * 14—Randy Barette, Tanya Chan

lalalelalololalalofalotololalotololel 16—Patty Gadberry, Kristin LeBard
May 17—Suzanne Elmer, Gregg Haugen
01—David Yoo 18—Bernard Nyagaka

19—Shawn Allen, Mike Carlson,
Aseda Chesimet, Ayeyi Chesimet

20—Perry Haberer, Sherrie Shebo

21—Valeriy Ruchko

22—Elsie Barette, Pat Christiansen,
Dean Dedeker, Joseph Haugen

23—Lisa Ekrem

24—Thelma Elfring, Liliana Lopez

03—Emma Jakobsons

04—1John Nicholson, Larry
Wittig

06—Matthew Jakobsons

07—Ella Langer

09—Hunter Odenthal, Sharon
Yimbo

10—Monica Hoy, Keaton Lee

If we have missed your birthday,
== please contact the church office so we can update your information.

25—Heidi Abramovich, Dennis
26—Justin Harl, Mutinta Namoonde,
27—Chandler Ashton, Wyman
28—Ron Kaiser, Jill Langer, Mira

29—Evelyn Guter, Bev Langeland,

02—Aimee Harl, Teri Hauri

03—Ryan Johnson, Mayson
Nkomazana

05—Linda Hecker, Keenan Hodgkin

06—Nathan Berglund

07—Marilou Mintalar, Kandis Pettis

08—Luke Mathis

09—Diane Johnson, Uche Wamuo,
Uzo Wamuo

10—Will Holmsgren, Bonnie Mayer

11—Walter Erickson, Jason McCraw,
Daniela Tank

12—Mikal Campanello

13—Mike Olson, Ashton Strain,
Bryan Szaflarski, Gautam Tank

(Continued in next newsletter)

Reyes

Ekrem
Nathan Rosas
Haberer
Wicklund

Glen Latterell

Governing Board Report—April 2010

Housekeeping / Announcements
* Dave Briscoe opened the meeting with devotion and prayer.

* After review and a correction, a motion was made and passed to
accept the April minutes.
Pastor Reports

® Sherman McCormick reported on feedback from the Congo
Frontline Ministry Sabbath on April 10, baptistery needs, ICA
participation, updating the ministry brochure, audio-visual
improvements and Tuesday night Prayer Time. (see attached)

* A spiritual impact survey is being created and will be presented at a
future date.

* The VIDA group is available for project assistance as needs arise.

* Benji Ferguson gave a brief update on the Columbus, OH trip with
5 high school students and is excited for summer programs being
planned.

Pastoral Search

* The pastoral search committee telephone-interviewed a candidate
on April 12. Dave asked those on the pastor search committee to
provide feedback on the sermon CD distributed, before Monday,
April 19.

* Continued prayer is solicited for the search and interview process.

MCA Update

* Dale Williams provided MCA’s updates. Staffing positions still
open are: Principal, Music and Finance Clerk. The financial
balance sheets and budget summary were also presented, and it
appears that we will end the year with between $250,000 and
$275,000 of the Backstop remaining. (see attached)

* A discussion took place on strategic planning to meet the January
reporting goal for the constituency meeting. Dale will report back
on the school operating committee’s plans for interim meetings and
decision points leading up to the January constituency meeting,
given this is likely to be a critical decision for our constituency.

* Dave reported on results of his research for commercial real estate
appraisal fees. An appraisal can be scheduled before the next board
meeting and include market and rent values for the entire land
parcel; the school division and the proposed land development
division. A motion was made and passed to procure an appraisal
with the expected $8-10,000 fee paid from the building fund.

Finance Committee Report

*Dave presented the finance committee report that showed a positive

March closing and the YTD budget 19% behind scheduled
contributions. Expenses remain low, assisting to stay on track at
87% of budget. A motion was made and passed to accept the report
as presented. (see handout)
Church Ministry Reports
* Dave reported that the Sanctity of Life ministry committee is
planning its second meeting.
¢ Jared London reported on the Congo Frontline ministry and will
use the email list gathered on April 10 to update interested
individuals on next steps. Jared will also prepare PowerPoint and
newsletter articles to promote communication. (see handout)
¢ Hosting a Ministry Fair was discussed as a promotional tool, along
with utilizing a hallway Dbulletin board for ministry
communications.
Church Membership Update
* Transfer Out: David & Annette Anderson to the Hamilton SDA
Church, New Zealand; Daniela Tank to the Campbell SDA Church,
CA.
* A motion was made and passed to accept the membership updates.
Mission /Vision /Ministries

* The current mission and vision remains the same.

*Dave led a discussion evaluating the current governing board backed
ministry list and 2010 goals.

* In order to facilitate more efficient boundaries and focus,
suggestions were made to trim the ministry list to five areas:
MCA, ICA, Sanctity of Life, Congo Frontline Ministry and
Hospitality Ministry. Dave asked the board to consider the
options and bring their thoughts to the next meeting for a
finalized decision.

¢ The 2010 governing board goals were evaluated, addressing the
current Senior Pastor search. Attendance and Leadership goals
will be modified in the interim and re-evaluated after the Senior
Pastor and MCA Principal are in place.

Next Meeting

* May 19, 2010. Start time will be 6:30 p.m. and Ed Wines will
provide the devotion.

* Heidi Abramovich will report on the Hospitality ministry and John

Nicholson will report on the ICA ministry.

¢ Jared London will provide a brief update on the Congo Frontline
ministry.

Administration

Pastor Ken Dedeker
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OUR FIVE STEPS FOR GROWING
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS

S—Study God's Word Every Day. Get to
know God personally.

T—Talk to God Intimately Each Day in
Prayer. Let God’s perspective change
yours.

E—Experience the Joy of Worship. Gather
on Sabbaths to focus on the holiness of God,
humble yourself before Him, confess your
sins, receive the assurance of being saved by
God’s grace through the cross of -Jesus,
return His tithe, bring Him an offering for
the church budget, and praise Him for His
wonderful works.

P—Participate in Fellowship with Other
Christians. Befriend someone new who
comes to church. Start a small group. Be
forgiving. Speak only positively about
others.

S—Share Jesus with Others. Support our
church and school. Have a list of people for
whom you pray and work so that they will
become followers of Jesus.

May 2010 Church Calendar:

Weekly Reoccurring Activities:
» Wed. 10:00 a.m. JU.L.ILE.T.S.

May Calendar:
04—7:00 am. Pr‘Clyer‘—FelIowship Center

05—9:30 am. Kid's Time

11—7:00 a.m. Prayer—Fellowship Center

18—7:00 am. Pr‘ayer‘—lelowship Center

19—9:30 am. Kid's Time

19—6:30 p.m. Governing Board Meeting

21-23—Men's Retreat, Lake Beauty
Bible Camp

21—7:00 p.m. Shavuot—Primary/Junior Rims.

22—7:00 p.m. Shavuot—Fellowship Center

23—7:00 p.m. Shavuot—Fellowship Center

25—7:00 a.m. Prayer—Fellowship Center

28—10:00 am. Kindergarten Graduation

28—7:00 p.m. MCA 8th Grade
Graduation

30—1:00 p.m. MCA High School
Graduation

Future Dates:
June 11-19
Camp Meeting in Hutchinson, MN
July 5-9
Vacation Bible School (free)
Day Camp ($20/day)
July 18-23
Rock Climbing Trip ($225)

Contact Pastor Benji

August 1-6
Boundary Waters Canoe Trip ($125)
Contact Pastor Benji

To better serve you please update
your information at the church
office.. You can do this

calling the church secretary or
email secretary@mtka-sda.org.

We need your email address
so we can send you the

by filling out a
Welcome Card
at church,

newsletter and other an-
nouncements via email.

Also, please check our website
http://www.knowgodmore.com/

for latest updates.

Thank you

il What's up in JULY? Exciting things! See below!

» WHEN? - this dynamic Vacation Bible School runs from July 5 to 9, from 9 to 12 Noon
“~ WHO? - elementary aged children from 6 to 12 years
‘ - pre-school children who are 4 and 5 years old (they have their own separate class time)
_ - youth help as leaders n
2. WHAT? - attendance is free. This year's VBS will focus on the New Testament Church and on helping children ..

e open the Word of God to know that it's surprising, that God is love, and His word is true and life

w changing

* b5 delightful characters give us a daily reminder...

s

& O WHO?

- for 1st through 6th graders
WHAT? - ONLY $20 a day or $100 for the week—water parks, bowling, skating, fun, fun, fun

- great staff to child ratio

YOUTH

Pastor Benji Ferguson

Salty Lacey
>
N DAY CAMP Fil ey, s
WHEN? - JULY 5 to 9, from 12 Noon to 5 p.m. Rl ¥
GEoll.




