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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the 
Minnetonka Seventh-day 

Adventist Church  
is to passionately KNOW 

God as our personal friend  
and intentionally SHARE 
God as caring disciples. 

 
VISION STATEMENT 
Our response to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ  
compels us to become a 

growing Adventist 
congregation.  

We will impact our 
community through God-

directed worship,  
selfless service, and a 

culture of active 
participation by every 

member. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Who I Am Now 
By Pastor Doug Inglish 

Pails filled with a watery sand mix, squeals of chilly 
delight as hoses squirt ice cold water, and bikes flying by 
in a blur of color are just some of the sights and sounds that 
prove it is summer vacation! 
 
While students get their fill of the freedom that summer 
brings, MCA is gearing up for an amazing year ahead.  Our 
new principal, Dr. Gerald Coy will be starting his new role 
on Friday July 1.  He welcomes you to drop in and say 
hello.  He will leave his wife in Texas caring for 
grandchildren while he is called to minister to us here in 
Minnetonka.  Make sure to welcome him with open arms 
as he is making a large family sacrifice to be here with us. 
 
When teachers report on August 1, there will be a few new 
faces and a few new roles for old friends.  
 
 Our new 7th and 8th grade teacher, Tasha Pizarro, is 
already working in her classroom as she anticipates the 
busy year ahead.  The new baby that she and husband 
Alexander are expecting in September will join big brother 
Thomas (who has already made friends with fellow three 
year old, Dylan Ferguson).  We welcome the entire Pizarro 
family to our Minnetonka church family. 
 
Stephanie Ferguson will take on morning Kindergarten at 
MCA.  Mrs. Ashton will be missed but we know that Mrs. 
Ferguson, along with Mrs. Linda Hecker, will ably take on 
the reigns and lead our kindergarten program forward. 
 

As Mr. Matt Burgland is moving to Cincinnati, Mrs. 
Jennifer Jakobsons will take over his role and teach three 
high school history classes each day.  We are blessed that 
her certification was a perfect match for our current needs! 
 
Vanessa Piersanti and her husband Adam are enjoying their 
new baby and looking forward to a year of involvement in 
MCA.  Vanessa will teach band and music and Adam will 
take on business manager duties. 
 
Along with our returning staff of master teachers, we 
anticipate a year full of good things.  If you have any 
questions and would like to know more about joining our 
MCA family, call or stop in at the school office. 
 
A few important dates to remember: 
 
Sunday July 25:  Playground improvement day!  We have 
some pieces purchased toward a new playground.  Come 
out for a morning of fun and work as we begin this 
revitalization project. 
 
Sunday August 8:  MCA registration for the upcoming 
school year will be held on this date and will  be a terrific 
time to meet all of the teachers and find out more about 
what this new year will bring.   
 
Thank you for your continued commitment and support for 
the ministry of Minnetonka Christian Academy. 

privilege of telling them 
where God has led me.  
And I can’t wait to see 
where He leads us in the 
days ahead, as together 
we carry out His work in 
our corner of the 
mission field. May His 
blessings rest on us all. 

Looking Ahead 
By Kathy Williams, 1st Grade Teacher/Assistant Principal Grades K-8 

Visit Our  
Website 

 

www.knowgodmore.com  
 

♦ Online giving of 
Tithes and Offerings 

 

♦ Calendar of Events 
 

♦ Weekly Sermons to 
download and share 

UPCOMING 
PREACHING 
SCHEDULE 

July 
 

03—Pastor Benji  
Ferguson 

10—Pastor Doug  
Inglish 

17—Pastor Doug  
Inglish 

24—Pastor Doug  
Inglish 

31—Pastor Doug  
Inglish 

As I write this column, I am 
sitting in my hotel in Atlanta, 
having enjoyed the first day 
of the General Conference 
session. Inspiring music, 
encouraging words, and 
information about how the 
church has grown in the last 
five years fills me with a 
sense of being a part of 
something incredible. More 
than that, it’s something 
Biblical, apocalyptic, and 
final. This is the remnant, 
and I’m awestruck that I 
belong to this movement. 
For me, one of the best parts 
is running into old friends 
from various places. Several 
times I saw people that I 
served with in other 
Conferences, and we stopped 
to renew acquaintances. 
Inevitably, we ask each other 
the same question: Where 
are you now? 
I have a new answer to that 
question: I’m in Minnetonka, 
Minnesota. All my belongings 
are in boxes in Missouri, I’ve 
never preached in my church, 
and I’ve only met a handful of 
my congregation, but I’m the 
senior pastor at Minnetonka, 

and I say it with pride. I 
suppose to be perfectly 
honest, I should tell people 
that I’m not really there yet, 
I’m in transition, and if we 
have the time to talk a few 
minutes I do explain that. But 
the quick answer, the one 
that comes out of my mouth 
first, and the one that 
excites me, is to say where I 
am without explanation. I’m in 
Minnetonka, and so far, I like 
it really well. 
I know there are challenges 
ahead for all of us, but it has 
always been my experience 
that the blessings far 
outweigh the troubles in any 
church. When I toured the 
facilities, spent time with 
people like Ken, Mary, Dave, 
and Pastor Benji, and when I 
listened to the Conference 
leaders, it was plain to me 
that God is leading here, and 
I am honored that He has 
called Susan and I to be a 
part of His work here. 
So part of what excites me 
about being at the General 
Conference is the joy of 
seeing old friends, and the 



Each year about this time is when our Youth Ministry 
program kicks into a completely different gear. Think 
fun, road trips, canoeing, time at the lake and so much 
more. Most of you will read this before we start VBS. 

Last Sunday 24 Jr. High and High 
School students were trained about 
how to be a counselor and how to do 
all of the fun motions for the songs. 

(You will get to do those fun motions too if you come to 
the July 10 Gates of Praise service!)  VBS is going to be 
a great adventure this year as we study how God worked 
in the early church and through the Apostles! 

Also July 1 is the last day for students to sign up for 
the Rock Climbing trip. After a year off this 
year’s trip is going to be a blast. We have a 
lot of young adult helpers and this will end up 
be a can’t miss experience. 

Finally this year we’re doing 2 canoe trips! One for High 
School and another one for Young Adults! If 

you have not been to the Boundary Waters 
you are missing out on a true Minnesota 
experience. There is room on both trips.  

 
If you have any questions about any of the above trips 
please contact Pastor Benji. 
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Future Dates: 
 

August 1-6 
Boundary Waters Canoe Trip ($125)   

Contact Pastor Benji 
 

September 7, 6:30 p.m. 
Financial Peace University 

Begins for 13 weeks 
 

September  12, 6:00 p.m. 
Alpha Begins for Ten Weeks 

Weekly Reoccurring Activities: 
• Tues. 10:00 a.m. J.U.L.I.E.T.S.  
 

 

July  Calendar: 
 

5-9 Vacation Bible School (free) 
Day Camp ($20/day) 

 
11—6:30 p.m. CHIP Alumni Meeting 

 
18-23 Rock Climbing Trip ($225)   

Contact Pastor Benji 

 
21—6:30 p.m. Governing Board Meeting 

 

 
 

July 2010 Church Calendar:  
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To better serve you please update 
your information at the church 

office.  You can do this  
by filling out a  

Welcome Card  
at church,  

calling the church secretary or 
email secretary@mtka-sda.org.   

 
We need your email address 

so we can send you  the 
newsletter and other an-
nouncements via email.  

 
Also, please check our website  

http://www.knowgodmore.com/ 
for latest updates.  

 
Thank you Governing Board Report—June 2010 

OUR FIVE STEPS FOR GROWING  
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS 

 

S—Study God's Word Every Day. Get to 
know God personally.  

T—Talk to God Intimately Each Day in 
Prayer. Let God’s perspective change 
yours.  

E—Experience the Joy of Worship. Gather 
on Sabbaths to focus on the holiness of God, 
humble yourself before Him, confess your 
sins, receive the assurance of being saved by 
God’s grace through the cross of Jesus, 
return His tithe, bring Him an offering for 
the church budget, and praise Him for His 
wonderful works. 

P—Participate in Fellowship with Other 
Christians. Befriend someone new who 
comes to church. Start a small group. Be 
forgiving. Speak only positively about 
others.  

S—Share Jesus with Others. Support our 
church and school. Have a list of people for 
whom you pray and work so that they will 
become followers of Jesus.  

Administration 
Pastor Ken Dedeker 

08—Clayton Erhard, Hillda Orieny, 
Blair Prewitt 

10—Daniel Kudryavtsev 
11—Lori Bell, Madeline Hoffer, Paul 

Orieny, Lauren Schrupp 
13—Linda Boisjolie 
14—Ly Khiang Chan, Zoe Corpus, 

Daniel Odenthal 
16—Chuck Cox, Bryant DeFreitas 
17—Shawn Kupcho, Bev Larson 
18—Wes Hayne 
19—Adelfa Mintalar 
20—Kathy Arneson, Esther Hammer, 

July 
01—Christopher Labelle, 

Brandon Tenold 
02—Shar Jesse, Ed Prewitt 
03—Nancy Olson 
04—DeeAnn Blanchard, Anna 

Marie Ellis 
06—Bevon Mairura 
07—Joe Richey, Barb 

Szaflarski 

Meghan Onserio, Sharon Smith, 
Ken Town 

21—Sue Heairet, Derek Onserio, 
Autumn Snyder 

22—Lyudmila Filonenko, Ronald 
Hockridge 

23—Amy Heairet, Pamela Shaffer, 
Steve Szaflarski 

24—Jonathan Barcenas, Doug Town 
25—Jude Bacon 
26—Cara Kupcho, Sydney Mintalar 
27—Susan Nygaard, Nina 

Stephanson 

31—Kim Lavitschke, Inez Mason, Adam 
Sutherland 

August 
01—Kristin Carlson, Tom Carter, Molly 

Eldridge, Augustine Wamuo 
02—Abby Eldridge 
03—Wendy Wittig 
04—Norma Godfrey, Rhys Parry 
06—Jim Hermel, John Otieno, Shenelle 

Perrara, Rafael Villamizar, Diane 
Wahl 

07—Terrence DuJour, Chrissy Nicholson, 
Joy Otieno, Tom Wahl 

08—Becky Rueb 
09—Kallista Kierstead 
11—Rick Hoffer, Eleonora Kobzev, 

Isabella Peterson 
(Continued in next newsletter)  

Happy Birthday to You!   
If we have missed your birthday,  

please contact the church office so we can update your information. 

The more you praise and  
celebrate your life,  
the more there is  

in your life to  
celebrate. 

Announcements 
• The governing board presented Dave tokens of appreciation for his 
service as governing board chair. 

• After review, a motion was made and passed to accept the April minutes. 
Pastor Report and Update 
• Sherman McCormick submitted results of the spiritual satisfaction 
survey.  It was recommended that the request for an after service prayer 
time be planned in a quiet or more private setting than what was 
suggested by staff. 

• Pastor Inglish will continue to use his current cell and email address until 
future notification.  

• Pastor Doug & Susan will be living in Plymouth and Doug’s first day in 
the church office will be July 8. 

Finance Committee Report 
• Dave reported that the finance committee report indicates reduced 
liabilities, the month of May as having a strong church budget offering, 
and a positive balance for the building fund.  The year-to-date church 
offerings are still under budget but expenses also remain under budget, 
assisting to maintain a strong cash position.  A motion was made and 
passed to accept the finance committee report.   

MCA Report 
• Ken Rannow’s last day as principal will be June 30, 2010. 
•  MCA had two open positions, and Stephanie Ferguson accepted the part 
time Kindergarten position and Jennifer Jakobsons accepted the High 
School position. 

• Ed Barnett remains a permanent member of SOC chair, but has resigned 
as the chair.  New/Renewed SOC members: Ken Bieber and Eric 
Chaffee to 8/31/13, Matt Jakobsons and Kathy Williams to 8/31/12. 

Mission/Vision/Ministries 
• John Nicholson declined assignment to the Congo Frontline Ministry so 
he can remain focused on his multiple church duties and assignments.  
Jared London will talk to Pastor Inglish about assisting with the ministry. 

• Dave led a strategic management discussion.  Suggestions were made to 
use goals as a 3-year rolling plan and work towards better 
communication with MCA leadership. 

Land Development 
• The property appraisal is expected by July 1, 2010.   The impetus for 
developing the land is to provide a stream of income to support MCA.  
No decision will be made about proceeding with the development of the 
10 acres that was detailed in the meeting.  The governing board briefly 
discussed various risk factors relative to developing the land.  If a 
decision is made to develop the land, it is expected that four levels of 
approval will be required – Governing Board, School Operating 
Committee, Church Constituency, and MN Conference Committee. 

 

Ministries Update 
• Heidi Abramovich and Patty Gadberry presented strategic plans for the 
Building Our Church Family ministry.  Tentative dates for meeting with 
demographic groups will be August. 

• Jared had the opportunity to meet with Barry Mosier, Founder and 
Finance Director of the Congo Frontline Ministry.  Barry indicated that 
he is available to meet with the Minnetonka congregation or the 
governing board until July 28.  It was suggested that Sabbath school 
classes have an ongoing collection for the ministry.  A motion was made 
and passed to hold Congo Frontline Ministry contributions in the 
restricted account until the governing board receives a recommendation 
from Jared, including developing a policy for the use of the funds, and 
subsequently approves the policy recommendation. 

Church Membership - There were no updates to report. 
Action Items 
• A church business meeting will be planned to approve the church 
budget . 

• The governing board will work to fill the vacancy created by Mike 
Carlson’s resignation as SOC member. 

• Pastor Inglish will need to be updated on the spiritual satisfaction survey, 
Congo Frontline and Building Our Church Family ministries. 

• Pastor Sherman McCormick’s farewell gift will be presented on June 26. 
• Ken Dedeker is obtaining quotes on a roof leak repair.  This may or may 
not be covered under warranty. 

• Dave will send a letter to the congregation by the end of June to 
communicate Pastor Inglish’s start date, land appraisal information, the 
associate pastor position update and Gerald Coy’s start date as MCA 
principal. 

Governing Board Positions 
• John Nicholson will be requested to submit a letter of interest to the 
governing board on his involvement with the board in relative to 
attendance. 

• Dave will follow through on land appraisal work, governing board items 
summarized for Pastor Inglish and the letter to the congregation before 
his resignation on June 30, 2010. 

• Ed Wines will act as governing board chair until all board positions are 
filled and officer voting is scheduled.  Ed will also assign someone to 
take minutes at the July meeting to cover Patty’s absence. 

Next Meeting 
• The preliminary scheduled meeting time is July 21, 2010.  Start time will 
be 6:30 p.m. 

• John Nicholson will provide a report on the ICA ministry. 
• Heidi Abramovich and Justin Lyons will give a brief update on the 
Building Our Church Family ministry. 
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YOUTH 
Pastor Benji Ferguson 

Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto 

my path. 
Psalm 119:105  

(King James Version) 

Dear Minnetonka friends: 

Connie and I want to express our sincere thanks for 
the wonderful hospitality you have shown to us 
during our brief stay in Minnetonka.  Our church 
here is truly unique and its potential is off the 
charts! 

We went to REI and used the gift certificates you 
gave us.  Connie got some real nice clothes for canoe 
camping and I picked up a couple of items which 
I have wanted, but just never put out the money to 
purchase.  Believe me, next week when I am in the 
Boundary Waters for two plus weeks, I will 
remember you very fondly.  Connie and I will be 
doing a trip together in August.   

One of my passions is nurturing discouraged 
pastors.  In September I will be taking a fellow 
from the east coast up into the Boundary Waters 
so that his soul can catch up with his body.  Again, 
I'll be using part of the equipment I got with your 
gift.  So I'll be thinking of you and remembering 
our friendship. 

God bless, Sherman McCormick 


